Rancho Guajome Adobe County Park

Marshall Button and the Rancho Flagpoleby Jake Enriquez

The park had been opened for almost five nity. The first raising of the US flag hap-
years and it seemed pergdonlune 28,2000 Bvén thoumhtié a
flagpole. Most parks have a flagpole, espe- was a Monday and the park was closed the
cially State and National Historic Land- flag flew all day. Shortly afterwards, a Cali-
marks. Docent Marshall G. Button, retired fornia State flag was added and since then
Marine Corps and Korean War veteran, was the colors have flown at RGA every day the
very aware of this.Marshall was kind of the park has been opened.Needless to say,

par kds s er glkeavouldurdock aMarslsall was pleased, but mostly

and lockup the adobe every day it was openproud. Although there is no placard identi-

yes, every dayMarshall often pointed out  fying it as such, the RGA flag pole is dedi-
that the par k diltdvasé tc ahtaevde ian fMaargsphodlel. But t
ndt that the County RmIidndédt want a flag po
was just that no one had gotten around to i | e

just yet. Then one day Marshall informed
the park staff that the Antique Gas and
Steam Engine Museum (AGSEM) had one
laying around and advocated that it should
be installed at the front of the park. He ha
two main reasons to install a flagpole: the
park should display our National and State
colors, and a flag pole would draw attention
to the park entrance. AGSEM Director Rod
Groenwold was more than happy to donate
the pole to the rancho, but the park had no
means of installing it as it would require a
crane. This time the volunteers at AGSEM
went in to elf mode. On a weekday, some-
time in June of 2001, when no County staffig
was on duty, volunteers from AGSEM came T
over and installed the flag pole at its present ™ [ B L&
location. When staff returned to work the
next day, they were pleasantly surprised to £
find a perfectly installed flagpole.A US flag |
was procured at the soonest opportu- ‘

~ The pole just hit its 10
year anniversary on
Saturday, Ju ,th.
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Photos from our June event
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Memories of RGA Docent Fern Tainter

Ever wonder where all those Tipu trees oveihave lunch at the Mission San Luis Rey sen-
by the park office came from? Well they ior lunch program. It was during these lunch
were purchased through a donation made btime visits that Fern told me how her love for
a woman named Fern TainterThe planting birds started. When she was a young girl

of the trees was overseen by Sr. Ranger  she was walking home from school one day
Diane Kennedy.I dondt r ec alaidcamé upéneababy bivdatisat had fallen
docent or volun- g 7= B ; . out of its

teer, but to Fern [ ; 4 nest. Fern
and those who § said she
knew her she scooped up
was a premier the bird,
birder. Fern also climbed a
funded the resto tree and re-
ration of Ysi- = turned the
dorads ¢ bird to its

Fern had lived al — nest. Every
th Id at s & day after-
various chapter wards Fern

various chapters
in her life, but
she had settled [SEREEE
down in Ocean- NEeuen Garden
S RIS RN Xancho Buajome Adobe
latter part of her

life. She had observed over 700 species of
birds in the field throughout her life; an ac-
complishment that takes a lifetime to
achieve. Her birding expertise led her to be
published in birding periodicals and jour-
nals. She had two favorite birding spots on
Guajome parkland: one at the campground Fern had a long life, 101 years to be ex-
over by the tomato fields and one by the  act. She passed on May 9, 2006.Many fine
park office at the adobe.| met Fern when | docents, volunteers and donors have left
started and like many of the volunteers she their mark at Rancho Guajome Adobe, but
was quick to tell me what she liked about Fern left a living legacya beautiful Tipu tree
the park and that she had every intention ofgrove. Thanks Fern.

continuing her interests.0 You have the run

of the pl acelnashontdimed | sai d.

learned many things from Fern; some thingsSubmitted by Jake Enriquez, District Park

about bil‘ding, some thlngS about life Occa- Manager (former RGA Sr. Park Ranger)
sionally, Fern, another volunteer and | would

would stop
after school,
climb the

tree and
watch the
birds until
they left the nest. Ever since then she loved
birds. The planting of the Tipu trees made
her very happy as she knew the grove would
one day make a great bird observation area,

and it has.
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Important Dates and Events @ RGA

Juy 5th Docent Meeting 10am @
POTLUCK! Bring a dish to share.

July 13th Furniture Committee Meeting 9:30am @ Graham
House/Ranger Office

*Sign up now for school tours, weekend tours and gift
shop shifts! Make it simple, just call the park or email us.
760-724-4082/ Jason.schwartze@sdcounty.ca.gov

Kudos, Praise and Acknowledgement

If you would like to send a shout out to any docents, volunteers, staff, friends,
groups etc. associated with Rancho Guajome Adobe send them to me via email
or snail mail:jason.schwartze@sdcounty.ca.gov

Kudos for June;

8 Thank you to community memberBarry Koral( Kor al ds Tropi ¢
Elizabeth McGhedArtist),Barbara Fischel(Fischer Farms) andsiovanna
LoMedico( Two Brot herds from Italy Pizze
a great event! Barry helped plan the produce portion of the market, Eliza-
beth donated an oil painting of the adobe, Barbara organized and provided
the horse and carriage rides free of charge and Giovanna donated over 20
pizzas for volunteers to munch on!

8 Docent Meeting @ the Graham House @ 10am on the 1st Tuesday of every
month (except July, the meeting will be in the Victorian Garden)

8 Furniture Committee @ the Graham House @ 9:30am on the 2nd Wednes-
day of every month
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July is Parks and Recreation Month
in San Diego County

Trail Improvements: Doggie Bags an
Trash Cans

Park staff has been busy installing new
signs, doggie bag dispensers and trash car
throughout the trail system in the open
space area.

New Pager System for Adobe

The adobe is now open five days a week, s
at least one park staff member will be as-
signed to the area. The assigned person w
carry a fancy pager that will alert them whe
someone pages them from the gift shop
front entrance.

Adobe Portrait Takes 1st Place

This year at the San Diego County Fair a c(
ored sketch of Rancho Guajome Adobe wo
a first place ribbon in the category of Cul-

Rancho Guajome Adobe Park Supervi-
sor, Hector Live, attended a Board of
Supervisors meeting in June to accept
a proclamation from the board. July
was declared Parks and Recreation
Month in San Diego County. Director
of Parks and Recreation, Brian Albright
and Park Advisory Committee Member,
Rod Groenwald (also the AGSEM direc-
tor) were also on hand to receive the
proclamation presented by District 5
Supervisor, Bill Horn.

tural Heritage. The artwork is the creation g |

Sandra LaRiviere, a student at Guajome
Park Academy.

Supervisor Bill Horn, Director DPR Brian Al-
bright, AGSEM Director Rod Groenwald and
Senior Ranger/ RGA Supervisor Hector Live




