
Have You Seen this Pest? 

like all docents to know that he will 

give a complete overview of the event 

turnout at our next docent meeting on 

November 1st.  

Day of the Dead is shaping up to be a 

major special event. We are expecting 

40 or more vendors; as well as, music, 

dance and equestrian performances.  

Senior Park Ranger Hector Live would 

Day of the Dead Event Update 
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Lavandería  

Ellen Sweet and Lynne Newell have produced an-

other fascinating book and photographic journal 

on the history of San Diego County.  Their newest 

book, Historic Stage Routes of San Diego County, 

describes the various stage stations and the peo-

ple associated with these historic routes.  

The book is now available in the Rancho Guajome 

gift shop ($24.00). The book was made possible 

by the County of San Diego Dept. Parks and Rec-

reation and the Parks Society.  Support the au-

thors and local heritage and local history by pur-

chasing a copy. Author Ellen Sweet will also be 

signing copies at Rancho Christmas on Nov. 26th 

and 27th. 

 Stage Routes Book Now Available in Gift Shop  

The Glassy Winged Sharpshooter, Homalodisca vitripennis, is 

an insect that feeds on a variety of landscape and agricultural 

plants. It transmits a bacteria that can be devastating to a 

variety of crops, especially grapes, oleanders and almond 

trees. They tend to hide on branches and undersides of 

leaves, especially on bird of paradise, eucalyptus, citrus and 

hibiscus. Notify the local Agriculture Commissioner's office in 

San Marcos 760-752-4700 to report or identify this pest. 
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Copies of Historic Letter and Gift Now On Display at RGA  

Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation  

April 20, 1846 

Dear Sir: 

Along with this note, I have the pleasure to send you a 

beaded shot pouch, a pipe and a piece of tobacco. They 

are a present from my friend Tucquo, a venerable man 

who fought with General Andrew Jackson in the Creek 

War, is a pensioner of the government on account of 

wounds then received, and has in his possession a riffle 

gun which was ordered to be made for him by President 

Madison as a token of his regard for the heroism he dis-

played at the battle of Tehopeka. 

The cause that induces the old warrior to make this pre-

sent is the correct and manly views you have publicly ex-

pressed in regard to the recent disturbances and to the 

real character of the many desperate men who have fled 

from this country on account of their crimes, but who en-

deavor to solicit sympathy and protection of the officers 

of United States by holding up themselves as refugees 

from political persecution. He is glad to find in you a 

friend to truth in justice, and hopes you will be assured of 

his regard for the sameñof his love and desire of peace, 

of his feelings towards the whites and his earnest desire 

to see, before he dies the people and government of the 

Cherokee Nation happy and prosperous. Hoping that the 

present may prove acceptable, coming as it does from a 

brave, honest and patriotic old man, who is much re-

spected by the Cherokees and whose life has been 

threatened by the banditti who know but to fear him,  

I have the honor to be 

very respectfully 

yr. Friend & obdt. Servt 

Will. P. Ross 

Lieut C. J. Couts 

1st Dragoons  

Cave Couts was presented a beaded shot pouch, pipe and tobacco by a Cherokee warrior, 

Tucquo in 1846.  The original letter and shot pouch are now housed at the Museum of the 

Cherokee Indian in North Carolina, however RGA now has a copy of the letter and a photo-

graph of the shot pouch on display in Cave Coutsõs  office in the adobe.  

Photograph of restored Cherokee 

shot pouch (above), and copy of 

letter displayed in Caveõs office 

(right). 



Jason Schwartze and his wife Elizabeth 

welcomed their first child, a girl, into 

the world on Sept. 2nd at 12:37pm at 

UCSD Hillcrest-San Diego.  Baby Gwen-

dolyn Judith Schwartze weighed in at 7 

lbs. 8 oz. and measured 19 ıó. Both 

baby and mother are happy, healthy 

and doing well.  Both parents agree 

that sheõs the cutest baby theyõve ever 

seen and that her name is also the 

longest name theyõve ever heard! Ja-

son has been a Park Ranger at Rancho 

Guajome Adobe for the past 4.5 years, 

Elizabeth is a graduate student at 

UCSD and baby Gwendolyn is busy be-

ing a baby.  

New Addition to Ranger Family 
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Fiesta de Pio Pico 

California State Parks and Friends of Pio 

Pico are sponsoring a special event at  Pio 

Pico State Park on November 5th.  

When: Saturday, Nov. 5th, 11am-4pm 

Where: Pio Pico State Park, 6003 Pioneer 

Blvd., Whittier, CA 90606 

The event is a celebration of Hispanic heri-

tage and the history of the Californios. The 

event will include: entertainment, food, his-

torical displays and activities, childrenõs ac-

tivities, costumed docents, local family his-

tory and genealogy information, Don Pio Pico 

himself (portrayed by Roberto Garza) and 

more! 

Admission is FREE! Onsite parking is limited. 

Free parking and shuttle provided from: A Mi 

Hacienda Restaurant, Guirado Park and Up-

town Senior Center.  

Visit www.piopico.org for more info.  



§ Docent Meeting @ the Graham House @ 10am on the 1st Tuesday of every 

month   

§ Furniture Committee @ the Graham House @ 9:30am on the 2nd Wednes-

day of every month, except November and December. 
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Important Dates and Events @ RGA 

Portraits of several historic figures associated with Rancho Guajome will now grace 

the walls of the parlor and zaguan (entrance).  Make note of the new faces, so they 

can be identified on future tours and visits.  

Nov. 1st : Docent Meeting @ the Graham House @ 10am.  

NO Furniture Meeting in November...nor December! 

 

*Sign up now for school tours, special events, weekend 

tours and gift shop shifts! Make it simple, just call the 

park or email us: 

760-724-4082/ Jason.schwartze@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Portraits Added to Adobe  

Robert Lee Couts Cave Couts Jr. Maria Antonia Arcadia Couts Scott 



 
 

  

Park Projects & Updates 
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Park staff installed six drainage pipes along 

the open space access road. Each pipe was 

20 feet long and 16 inches in diameter. The 

pipes were used to create culverts,  so water 

could pass under the road and not over the 

top. Staff was able to use a backhoe to save 

us some time. The major project was com-

pleted quickly, in about two days.  

Docents Paula White, Ann and Danny Rupp 

helped unpack, organize, display and label 

hundreds of new gift shop items.  The new 

items were purchased with Parks Society 

funds and will hopefully be sold at our spe-

cial events in October and November. Spe-

cial thanks to Ann, who has spent more time 

than anyone keeping the gift shop merchan-

dise in order and has shown a real knack for 

retail display.  

 Pat Obetz, Jerry and Tina Colling spent  a number of 

hours designing and installing a new cover for the his-

toric organ. Jerry provided technical advice (since he 

typically plays the organ), while Tina and Pat did the 

sewing and fabrication.  The main goal is to keep dust 

out of the organõs moving parts 

and reeds, which can wreak 

havoc on the delicate instrument. 

It was great to see this team in 

action; they truly represent what it 

means to be passionate volun-

teers.  Thanks for lending your 

time and skills for another worthy 

cause at Rancho Guajome!   


